
Sixth Grade Writing Lesson #1 
with Narrative Prompt 

 
 

Title:      My Place in the Family 
 

Grade:     Sixth Grade 
 

Core Standards:    4060-0801 
      4060-0802 
 

Objective/Purpose: To organize and draft a persuasive paper using a 
graphic organizer. 

 
Time Required:   Two or three class periods 

 
Teacher Materials:   Book for read-aloud and discussion (select one) 

    My Rotten, Redheaded Older Brother, Patricia Polacco 
    Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, Judy Blume 
    The Summer of the Swans, Betsy Byars 
    “Salvador Late or Early”, Sandra Cisneros  

   (short story from Woman Hollering Creek and   
   Other Stories) 
    Julius, the Baby of the World, Kevin Henke 
 

Student Materials:   Graphic organizer 
   Writing paper 

 
What to Do: 

1. Discuss the following questions with the class: What does “place in the family” 
mean? What is your place in the family? How do you feel about your place? 

 
2. Read aloud from one of the suggested books. 

 
3. Complete the graphic organizer as a whole class. Using characters from the read-

aloud, show how a paragraph with a main idea and supporting details develops. 
 

4. Model a second graphic organizer for the whole class, using your own life 
experience. 

 
5. Ask students to complete their own graphic organizers using one type you have 

taught and used. 
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6. Model for students how to create paragraphs using the information listed in each 
category on the graphic organizer (using a main idea and 4-5 supporting sentences 
with details). 

 
7. Have students draft a persuasive paper using the completed graphic organizer. 

(Remind students to address the paper to a specific audience.) 
 

8. Allow students to share excerpts from their drafts with small groups. 
 

9. With the permission of student writers, place several sample papers on an overhead 
and discuss them as a class. 

 
10. Using the Six Traits rubric, have the class score several papers. 

 
Writing Prompt:  Everyone has a place in a family. Write a paper telling the reader of the 

advantages and disadvantages of your place. 
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Student Paper #1 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

 
Title: “Not That Bad” 
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Student Paper #1: Scores  
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
 

Title:  “Not That Bad!” 
 
 

Ideas and Content: [5] 
• The writer uses a personal experience.  
• There are excellent main ideas with supporting details.  
• The writer shows control of the subject. The writing is enlightening and 

entertaining. 
 
 
Organization: [5] 

• The writer has produced a solid introduction and conclusion.  
• The details follow the main ideas with effective transitions.  
• The writing is well balanced. 

 
 
Sentence Fluency: [5] 

• The writing is natural, powerful, and graceful.  
• Sentences begin differently; some sentences are long and some are short.  
• The writer uses fragments well.  
• Questions lead to explanations. 

 
 
Word Choice: [5] 

• There are many well-chosen words used accurately; words are also striking but 
natural.  

• Expressions are fresh and appealing; there is no slang.  
• Verbs and adjectives are strong and colorful.  
• The writer uses similes to pull the reader in. 

 
 
Voice: [5] 

• The writer addresses the audience in a natural way.  
• Similes and metaphors are used naturally, leaving the reader wanting more.  
• There is a connection that comes from “knowing” the writer. 

 
 
Conventions: [5] 

• Spelling, punctuation, and quotation marks are used accurately. 
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Student Paper #2 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

 
Title: “The Oldest” 
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Student Paper #2 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
 

Title: “The Oldest” 
 
 

Ideas and Content: [5] 
• The writer uses a catchy beginning. Ideas are well connected, balanced, and hold the 

reader’s attention.  
• The writer successfully weaves a narrative throughout the paper. 

 
 
Organization: [5] 

• Excellent beginning and conclusion.  
• There are well-developed ideas that move from one paragraph to another. 

 
 
Sentence Fluency: [4] 

• Sentences are generally well crafted, but the writer begins several paragraphs the 
same way. 

 
 
Word Choice: [5] 

• Words are specific and used accurately.  
• The writer uses strong imagery with similes throughout.  
• The paper is fresh and captivating. 

 
 
Voice: [5] 

• The writer took some risks to put across the story.  
• The language brings life to the writing. 

 
 
Convention: [5] 

• Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are generally correct.  
• The student has written enough text to demonstrate understanding of conventions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6-7 



Student Paper #3 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

 
Title: “Only Child” 
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Student Paper #3: Scores  
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
 

Title: “Only Child” 
 
 

Ideas and Content: [4] 
• The writer has a main idea and supporting details.  
• The ideas are connected.  
• The writer has given some specific points, but the content should be stronger. 

 
 
Organization: [3] 

• The introduction and conclusion are weak.  
• Some transitions are effective; others are weak.  
• The pace is good but could have been smoother. 

 
 
Sentence Fluency: [3] 

• Sentences are all generally short, but with good beginnings. 
 
 
Word Choice: [3] 

• Meaning is generally clear, but word choices do not distinguish the paper. 
 
 
Voice: [4] 

• The student starts out writing about wanting a brother, but does not sustain the 
voice. 

 
 
Conventions: [3] 

• There are some spelling errors.  
• Commas are missing where needed.  
• Several word endings are missing an “s”. 
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Student Paper #4 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

 
Title: “Are you the Youngest?” 
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Student Paper #4: Scores  
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
 

  Title:  “Are You the Youngest?” 
 
 

Ideas and Content: [3] 
• Ideas are not developed thoroughly.  
• The paper lacks depth. 

 
 
Organization: [3] 

• The paper shows good organization and conclusions, but it lacks effective 
transitions.  

• Some details confuse rather than clarify. 
 
 
Sentence Fluency: [3] 

• Sentences are choppy and simplistic.  
• Variety is missing; most sentences are the same length and start the same way. 

 
 
Word Choice: [3] 

• Style is conversational but ineffective.  
• There are vague references rather than precise word choices. 

 
 
Voice: [3] 

• The writing is mundane; it lacks personality. 
 
 
Conventions: [3] 

• Periods and capitals are missing in several sections.  
• Abbreviations are used instead of complete words.  
• Digits are used when numbers should be spelled out. 
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Sixth Grade Writing Lesson #2 
with Social Studies Prompt 

 
 
Title:   I’m a Greek 
 
Grade:  Sixth 
 
Core Standards:   Language Arts Standard 8. Students write daily to 

communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. 

   Social Studies Standard 4, Objective 3c. Identify important 
leaders of Greece and Rome.  

 
Objective/Purpose:   Students will study the important leaders of Greece and write 

to share an autobiographical incident from one leader’s life. 
 
Time Required:  Three or four class periods 
 
Teacher Materials:   Social studies textbook 
     Selected autobiographies 
     Selected Internet sites 

Encyclopedias 
     
Suggested Books: Texts from the series Biographies of Ancient Civilizations are 

helpful for introducing students to the genre of biographies 
and autobiographies. 

 
In addition, some texts to read with the class include: 

  Librarian Who Measured the Earth,  
  ISBN 03116515264 

 Life and Times of Pericles, ISBN 1584153393 
 The Life and Times of Socrates, ISBN 1584152826 

  Wise Guy: The Life and Philosophy of Socrates,  
  ISBN 0374312494 

   
Student Materials:   Access to computer/Internet, resource books 

Pencil and writing paper 
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What to Do:  
 
Prior to this writing lesson, teachers should provide students with lessons to build the knowledge 
required to meet the benchmarks in Social Studies Standard 4. They should have enough 
background knowledge about important Greek leaders to thoughtfully select one person to 
research and write about. 
 

1. Organize students into small groups. Instruct each group to brainstorm and list the 
important leaders of ancient Greece.  

 
2. Conduct a whole class review of the important Greek leaders. Each group presents 

their list and all names are compiled into a final whole class list. 
 

3. Provide students with the prompt. Explain that their assignment is to write a 1-2 
page autobiographical account of one important Greek leader. Students select an 
individual to write about.   

 
4. Pre-write (plan). Read aloud—as a whole class, independently or in student pairs—

several biographies or autobiographies. As a class, identify information that should 
be included in an autobiographical story.   

 
5. Review the process of writing a story in sequential order. Provide appropriate 

support and graphic organizers or outlines for writing a personal story. 
 

6. Students begin to brainstorm and list the information they know about the leader 
they have chosen. In order to complete their outlines or graphic organizers, students 
narrow their topic to one story or personal incident about their leader.  

 
7. As necessary, provide mini-lessons appropriate to conducting research and writing 

an autobiographical incident.   
 

8. Write (compose). After researching the leader and completing their graphic 
organizer, students draft their autobiographical incident (story). Instruct students to 
pay particular attention to adopting the leader’s voice and style.   

 
9. Revise (improve). Students read their story to a partner. Based on their partner’s 

comments or questions, students improve their drafts. Encourage them to clarify 
main points and to add descriptive detail. Finally, students revise their story.   

 
10. Edit (proofread). Students review their story one final time. They check for correct 

capitalization, spelling, and punctuation.     
 

11. Publish (share). Finally, students rewrite their story in a format for publishing. 
Provide time for students to share their story with the class.   
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Writing Prompt:  Many important leaders were responsible for the advancement and growth of 
the Greek civilization. Select one important Greek leader to research. Study 
this person and identify one incident from his/her life that is particularly 
significant to the history of Greece. Adopt the leader’s voice and retell this 
incident from his/her point of view.   
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Student Paper #1  
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
Exemplary Example (Lycurgus)  

 
Title:  “I’m a Greek” 

 
 
Ideas and Content: [5] 

• The paper is clear and focused.  
• The anecdotes enrich the central theme of the piece. 
• Details are present and support the main ideas. 

 
 
Organization: [4]     

• The structure is strong and moves the reader through the piece.  
• The introduction and conclusion frame the writing. 

 
 
Voice: [5] 

• The writer speaks to the reader in a way that is interesting and engaging.  
• The writer crafts the piece in a way that reflects a deep understanding of the topic. 

 
 

Word Choice:  [5] 
• Words are precise and used in a natural and interesting way.  

     
 
Sentence Fluency: [5] 

• The sentences vary in length and add variety.  
• The piece has an easy flow and cadence. 
• There is use of connectives that allow the piece to build energy. 

 
 
Conventions: [5] 

• Standard conventions are accurate and paragraph structure is strong.  
• The piece is very close to being ready to publish.  

 
 
OVERALL SCORE: [5] 
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Student Paper #2 

(Sixth Grade Student) 
Six Traits Scores and Commentary 

Average Example (Plato) 
 

Title: “I’m a Greek” 
 
 
Ideas and Content:  [3] 

• The writer addresses the prompt, but doesn’t reflect a deep understanding of Plato. 
• The topic is clear but more details are needed to support the story.  

 
 
Organization: [3]      

• The pacing is controlled and can move the reader through the piece without 
confusion. 

• The organization supports the topic but wavers towards the conclusion of the story. 
 
 

Voice:  [3]   
• The writing is pleasing, yet doesn’t display real engagement in the piece. 

 
 
Word Choice: [3] 

• It is easy to understand the writer’s message on a general level. 
• Despite the clarity of the piece, it reveals little energy or precision. 

 
 
Sentence Fluency [3] 

• The sentences start in a variety of ways and are purposeful in the story. 
• Some sentences flow smoothly. 
 
 

Conventions: [4]     
• The conventions are reasonably accurate.  
• Minor proofreading is necessary to clarify some points. 

 
 
OVERALL SCORE: [3] 
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Student Paper #3  
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
Below Average (Socrates) 

 
Title: “I’m a Greek” 

 
 
Ideas and Content: [3] 

• The writer’s ideas are reasonably clear but more details are needed to define the topic.  
• The reader is left with questions that are not answered in the paper. 

     
 
Organization: [2] 

• The organization supports the storyline but the pacing feels awkward.  
• The lack of structure is distracting and makes the story difficult to follow toward the 

end of the story. 
 
 

Voice: [2]     
• The narrative seems to be sincere but doesn’t engage the reader.   
• The story is merely a telling of events with no emotional highs or lows. 

   
 
Word Choice: [1]     

• The writer demonstrates a limited vocabulary and has not used words that convey 
specific details and meaning. 

 
 

Sentence Fluency: [1] 
• Most sentences begin the same way.  
• Many of the sentences are run-ons. 
 
 

Conventions: [1] 
• Errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, and paragraphing are distracting.  
• It takes rereading the story to understand the meaning. 

 
 
OVERALL SCORE: [2] 
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Sixth Grade Writing Lesson #3 
with Social Studies Prompt 

 
 
Title:   Write It Down! 
 
Grade:   Sixth 
 
Core Standards:   Language Arts Standard 8. Students write daily to 

communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. 

   Social Studies Standard 4, Objectives 2 and 3.  Students 
explore the cultures of ancient civilizations. 

 
Objective/Purpose:   Students will write a persuasive paper that argues the value of 

writing down laws in ancient Rome. 
 
Time Required:   One or two days 
 
Teacher Materials:   Social studies textbook 
     Information about the Twelve Tables of Rome 

Selected graphic organizers 
         
Student Materials:   Information about the Twelve Tables of Rome 

Access to computer/Internet 
Pencil  
Writing paper 

 
What to Do:  
 
Prior to this writing lesson, teachers should provide students with lessons to build the knowledge 
required to meet the benchmarks in Social Studies Standard 4. They should have enough 
background knowledge about ancient Rome and the Twelve Tables to thoughtfully write a 
persuasive paper about the need for a systematic, written law code.   
 

1. Review for students the events that lead to the development of the Twelve Tables of 
Rome. Read appropriate texts or documents. Highlight information about the 
government and how it affected the Plebeians. Explain that the Patricians did not 
feel obligated to have a written law code for the Plebeians to follow. 

 
2. Present students with the prompt. Explain that they will adopt the voice of an ancient 

Plebeian. It is their job to persuade the Patricians to write down laws. Their case 
must be supported by three strong arguments.  
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3. Organize students into pairs and provide them with a graphic organizer that will help 
them list the pros and cons of writing down the law. Instruct each pair to brainstorm 
and list pros and cons. 

 
4. Conduct a whole class discussion about the pros and cons of writing down the laws.  

Why did the Patricians feel it wasn’t necessary? Why were the Plebeians so 
passionate about the value of having laws written down? 

 
5. Pre-write (plan). Remind students that their assignment is to adopt the point of view 

of a Plebeian. Instruct them to review the list of “pros” on the board and decide 
which three “pros” or reasons are the strongest. Students will record these reasons 
and use them in their persuasive essay.  

 
6. As necessary, provide mini-lessons and graphic organizers appropriate for writing a 

persuasive essay. 
 

7. Write (compose). Using the arguments selected from the class list and their own 
background knowledge, students write a rough draft of their persuasive paper.  
Remind them to adopt the point of view of a Plebeian and to use factual information 
as well as personal anecdotes to present their argument. 

 
8. Revise (improve). Students read their papers to their partner. Based on their 

partner’s comments or questions, students strengthen their argument by clarifying 
ideas and adding descriptive detail. Finally, students revise their arguments and 
prepare their final copy.   

 
9. Edit (proofread). Students review their arguments for a final time. They check for 

correct capitalization, spelling, and punctuation.     
 

10. Publish (share). Finally, students rewrite their final copy. Provide time for students 
to share their arguments in small groups or with the class.   

 
Writing Prompt:  You are a Plebeian. The Patricians have decided to let you state your case 

about the value of having a systematic, written law code.  In a 1-2 page 
persuasive paper, present at least three reasons why laws should be written 
down and include personal anecdotes to support your reasons. Follow the 
provided persuasive paper graphic organizer. 
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Student Paper #1 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
Exemplary Example 

 
Title: “Laws Should Be Written Down” 

 
 

Ideas and Content: [5] 
• The topic is narrow and manageable. 
• The writer provides fairly accurate details that show insight and understanding.   
• The reasoning is fresh, original, and interesting. 

 

 

Organization: [5] 
• The paper flows smoothly and maintains the purpose throughout. 
• The introduction establishes the arguments and the conclusion summarizes them. 
• The ideas are connected effectively through strong paragraphs. 

 
 
Voice: [5] 

• The tone and voice are the main strength of the paper. 
• The writer speaks directly to the audience and reveals personal, honest insight in an 

engaging manner. 
 
 
Word Choice: [3] 

• The writer uses familiar words and communicates a message but the language is 
functional and general. 
 
 

Sentence Fluency: [5] 
• Sentence variety adds interest and energy to the piece. 
• The writing style enhances the meaning and strengthens the arguments. 

 
 

Conventions: [4] 
• The writer shows general control over standard writing conventions.  
• Errors that do exist are minor and don’t distract from readability. 

 
 
OVERALL SCORE: [4.5] 
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Student Paper #2 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
 High Average Example (“Being a Plebeian”) 

 
Title: “Write It Down!” 

 
Ideas and Content: [4] 

• The writer shows insight about a narrow and manageable topic.  
• The writing needs to be more specific to increase the strength of the argument. 
 
 

Organization: [4] 
• Each paragraph has a definite argument and purpose.   
• The introduction established the writer’s reasons and the conclusion leaves the 

reader with a sense of resolution. 
• The sequencing shows logic, but looses consistency at the end. 
 
 

Voice: [4] 
• The tone adds interest to the message and is appropriate for the purpose and 

audience. 
• The writer takes a risk by exposing a passionate opinion. 
• In a few places the style is a bit too casual for presenting an argument. 

 
 
Word Choice: [3] 

• The writer uses familiar words and communicates a message but fails to paint a 
picture or add depth to the piece. 

 
 

Sentence Fluency: [3] 
• The sentences are presented with variety. 
• The sentences are complete, but some are choppy. 
 
 

Conventions: [3] 
• Usually conventions are handled well.  
• Minor proofreading would make this piece ready to publish. 

 
 
OVERALL SCORE: [3.5] 
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Student Paper #3 
(Sixth Grade Student) 

Six Traits Scores and Commentary 
Average Example (“Show the Laws”) 

 
Title: “Write It Down!” 

 
 
Ideas and Content: [2] 

• Though the argument is manageable, the reasons aren’t presented in a logical 
manner. 

• More detail is needed to support the writer’s reasons. 
 

 

Organization: [3] 
• There is a recognizable introduction and conclusion.   
• Paragraphs and ideas are connected through the reasons established in the 

introduction. 
 
 
Voice: [4] 

• The tone shows strong commitment and passion for the topic. 
• In a few places the style is a bit too casual for presenting an argument. Jargon such 

as “ya” is distracting. 
 
 
Word Choice: [2] 

• Some words are used redundantly.   
• Most words or phrases are functional and convey the message, but they read as 

though they were the writer’s first thoughts. 
 
 

Sentence Fluency: [3] 
• There is some variety in sentence length. 
• Parts of the paper invite expressive oral reading.  

 
 
Conventions: [3] 

• The writer shows reasonable control over standard writing conventions.   
• Some errors are distracting and impair readability. 

 
 
OVERALL SCORE: [3] 
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